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who consume them." I was invited, therefore, to
proclaim myself " conscience-stricken " at this " over-
whelming refutation,3' and was called upon to admit
that my inference was " purely nonsensical." But,
as I immediately pointed out in reply, I made no such
blunder, nor anything at all like it. This will very
presently appear, and then perhaps I, too, may ask
for a little contrition, I, too, may demand that such
misrepresentations should be withdrawn and dis-
avowed.

For how stand the facts ? The test was applied
to the Punjab, the richest province in all India
with the exception of a few districts in Bengal.
In such terrible haste, however, was the newly-
appointed Famine Commissioner to make the best
of his way from the India Office to Printing House
Square with his " overwhelming refutation" in his
pocket, that he, a professional agriculturist of the
highest note, absolutely forgot to make any deduc-
tion whatever for seed grain., or to take account of
the amount of corn necessary for the cattle, in his
calculation of what was available for the sustenance
of 17,000,000 human beings in the Punjab.

One would have supposed that, after such astound-
ing oversights as these, a man like Mr. John Morley
would have been slow to adopt Sir James Caird's
conclusions without further examination, and that
Sir Erskine Perry might have told off a few India
Office clerks if only to save him from overstating
his case. Not so. It is even asserted in the official
argument which the former writer has fathered, that
bullocks in India do not have feeds of corn, and that
" practically hardly any part of the human food-